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California Sen. Marie 
Alvarado-Gil issued a check for 
$200,000 to Calaveras County 

Animal Services for much-need-
ed upgrades to the San Andreas 
animal shelter. A press release 

from the senator’s office stated 
the funds will “enable the shelter 
to keep up with their demands 
by making necessary upgrades.” 

Plans to build a new facility 
to replace the outdated and over-
crowded shelter building have 
been in the works for years; 
grand jury reports calling for an 
overhaul of the facility go back 
to the 1980s, and the most recent 
report from June 2023 stated, 
“the shelter is understaffed, 
unsanitary, underfunded, over-
crowded, as well as unappealing 
and in need of replacement.”

Sen. Alvarado-Gil toured the 
facility on Sept. 22, accompanied 
by Calaveras County District 3 
Supervisor Martin Huberty. The 
release stated, “During the tour, 
Senator Alvarado-Gil personally 
observed the need for facility 
improvements that will now be 
made possible by the $200,000 
allocation.”

A quote from Huberty 
thanked Alvarado-Gil, saying, "I 
was so happy to get the oppor-
tunity to meet the senator at our 

annual Frog Jump Jubilee this 
past May. She was incredibly 
affable, attentive and a great lis-
tener. We spoke about the needs 
of our outdated county animal 
shelter. She immediately gave 
me the confidence she could 
help and that she wanted to visit. 
True to her word, she showed up 
last Friday and toured our shelter 
facility. Not only did she show 
up, but she brought a huge check 
that kicked off our fundraising in 
a big way! She's true to her word 
and has injected a lot of hope 
into our community.”

The senator’s office stated, 
“After visiting the Calaveras 
County Animal Shelter, Sen. 
Marie Alvarado-Gil expressed 
her deep admiration for the 
community's unwavering com-
mitment to improving the lives 
of animals. As an animal rescuer 

and service animal advocate her-
self, she commends the shelter 
for their outstanding efforts in 
providing top-notch protection, 
education, and services to their 
animals. With the funding pro-
vided, she is confident that the 
shelter will embark on a prom-
ising journey towards positive 
change.”

In April, the Calaveras County 
Board of Supervisors approved a 
contract with LDA partners for 
Phase 1 of planning a new facil-
ity, to be completed prior to this 
fall. Nearly $250,000 was autho-
rized to LDA for "programming 
and conceptual design.” Phase 
2 will include design develop-
ment, construction documents, 
and construction administration. 
Construction of the new facility 
is slated for 2025.

Animal shelter project gets $200K check from Senator Alvarado-Gil
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Sen. Marie Alvarado-Gil and Calaveras County Supervisor Martin Huberty 
toured the animal shelter in September when the senator issued the shelter 
a $200,000 check to go toward much-needed facility upgrades. Alvarado-Gil, 
Huberty and shelter staff and volunteers pose with the check in front of the 
shelter.

Dee Dee Drake has a big heart when it comes to animals
By Jan Hovey

Lodestar Lifestyle

Dee Dee Drake, CEO of 
the Calaveras Humane Society 
(CHS), has dedicated more than 
25 years to the care of unwant-
ed dogs and cats, and finding 
forever homes for hundreds of 
available pets each year. Her 
energetic and positive outlook 
is a true benefit to CHS, its pets 
and Calaveras County residents.

Dee Dee was raised in the 
East Bay and earned a bach-
elor’s degree in English at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley. While in college, she 
worked at the San Francisco 
American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(ASPCA) for about five years 
and then moved to Sacramento 
where she worked 15 years at 
the Sacramento ASPCA. During 
this time, her family purchased 
a cabin in Arnold, and she was 
smitten.

“I knew I wanted to live here, 
but I thought it would be dif-
ficult to find a job in my line 
of work,” she shared. “I signed 
up for the Calaveras Humane 
Society’s email list, and lo and 
behold, a few months later they 
were looking for their first full-
time director in 2016. I got the 
job, and it was exciting for me 

to take on an organization on a 
smaller scale and help to expand 
its services.”

“At this time CHS was try-
ing to merge with the Calaveras 
County Animal Shelter, but it 
didn’t work out,” she continued. 
“So, I spoke with then board 
president, JoAnn Kromfols, 
about creating a new shelter 
from scratch for the organiza-
tion. She was amazing during 
her long term as president. Our 
vision was to create a warm 
and welcoming environment 
for pets and people in Angels 
Camp, and CHS purchased the 
1920s farmhouse on Highway 
49, which was dilapidated. So, 
a complete ‘nose-to-tail’ renova-
tion was necessary. The property 
itself had many incarnations – 
as a restaurant, Angels Camp 
Veterinary Hospital, a chiroprac-
tor’s office and a vodka distill-
ery!”

“We worked with Dean 
Morris Construction, and 
opened the new facility in mid-
2019,” Dee Dee recounted. “We 
purchased dog suites and cat 
condos and continue to offer 
new programs.”

The programs Dee Dee 
is most proud of are the Pet 
Food Bank, which services 
250 low-income households 
annually to keep their pets, and 

distributes nine to 11 tons of 
food, all provided by donations. 
Another is the Senior Veterinary 
Assistance Program, which pays 
a good percentage of the bill 
for a one-time vet expense for 
low-income seniors, whether for 
preventative care or emergen-
cy services. “We just received 

another grant from the Calaveras 
Community Foundation, which 
has funded the program since 
2017,” said Dee Dee. “We also 
offer seniors half price off the 
adoption fee if the animal is 3 

years (old) or older, and waive 
the fee for any military veteran.”

“Pet adoptions have been 
much more successful than I 
expected,” Dee Dee beamed. 
“We charge a very reasonable 
adoption fee, considering that 
we include dental, spay/neuter, 
vaccine, heartworm and flea 
control services prior to adop-
tion. We actually can lose money 
on adoptions, but we want to 
keep it affordable.”

“Our volunteers are wonder-
ful and provide the extras for 
the animals – enrichment, exer-
cise and cuddles,” she relayed. 
“Anyone wishing to volunteer 
may visit the CHS website, 
www.calaverashumane.org, to 
see when the next training and 
orientation is scheduled. We 
have a very dedicated group, 
so openings don’t happen that 
often.”

The CHS Adoption Center, 
1209 Highway 49 in Angels 
Camp, is open Wednesdays 
through Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., and walk-ins are wel-
come. “Those seeking to adopt a 
specific breed or color of pet can 
call us, and we’ll do everything 
we can to get them what they 
want,” added Dee Dee.

Volunteers also crochet blan-
kets for the animals, which gives 

them something familiar when 
they go to their new forever 
home. And students who need 
community service put on food 
drives for the Pet Food Bank.

“We average about 500 adop-
tions a year,” Dee Dee said. 

“About 75% of our animals 
are transferred from the coun-
ty animal shelter and Tuolumne 
Animal Control. I have a great 
working relationship with Mike 
Vasquez from CCAC. We’ve 
known each other a long time 
when we worked at the SF 
ASPCA. They do everything 
they can to keep from euthaniza-
tion and deserve more funding.”

  She continued, “Cash dona-

tions have been down since the 
pandemic, as all non-profits 
have experienced. Residents can 
opt to make a donation on our 
website and have the ability to 
donate on a monthly basis, as 
well. That really helps our bud-

geting process and helps us to 
say ‘yes.’”

   “I have been bowled over 
with how supportive the resi-
dents are,” she added. “I love 
what I do, and I love living 
here.”

 
Jan Hovey lives near Vallecito 
and can be reached at janhovey-
media@gmail.com.
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Dee Dee Drake oversaw the 
transformation of an old farmhouse 
to the brightly colored Calaveras 
Humane Society’s new headquarters 
and adoption center.
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No metal bars in this facility! Cats and kittens are housed in either glass-
fronted condos or in the cage-free Cat Lounge, complete with climbing 
structures, a fully enclosed “catio” and plenty of snuggling spots.


